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N O T E :
If you would like to receive an
electronic copy of your Trestle
Board and help defray the costs
associated with mailings, send
your e-mail address to:

Masters

Brother’s, it is a pleasure to address you through
our new Trestle Board Publication. We are looking at
publishing this quarterly but will adjust depending on
interest.

secretary@ptfunited.com
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Information

It has been a long two years, but we are back at home in
our Lodge. We can now resume our work in earnest with
several initiatives already under way. Although the Lodge renovation is
complete, we still must refurnish downstairs and the Ante-Room. The Lodge
Property Committee under leadership of Alan Lawton (JW) will lead that
operation. Rich Corson (SD) is revitalizing our Social Media platforms to be
up to date and more informative, with more to follow on communications.
Finally, Jeremy Tabak (SW) is expanding our Charity activities.
Fellowship outside our regular meetings will also be a focus. Thanks
to the volunteer efforts, both financially and labor, we have a new “Cigar
Deck”. A special thanks to W∴ Martin, W∴ Coyle, W∴ Perry.
We held the initial “CAO 770” (cigar) event, Saturday Jan. 30th at 8:10AM.
This will be a weekly event and is open to everyone. Come out and join us.
In terms of our meetings for the year, we have had several
suggestions to improve the conduct of regular business. While these
recommendations run the gambit of topics, two items stand out loud and
clear. Shorter meetings and more Masonic education. Our new bylaws limit
us to one Stated Communication per month so most of the business will
need to be conducted at that meeting. To maximize our time, committee
reports will be by exception.
Our second meeting will be open or Called as required and will be devoted,
primarily to Masonic education – ritual work, history, and philosophy. I
envision lectures, presentations, and guest speakers to provide the content.
Recommendations for subjects are encouraged. Contact the any of the
officers with your ideas. Or better, volunteer to present a session yourself.
Unfortunately, we lost one of our long-standing regulars. Br Jack
Jones passed on 3 JAN 21. The Chaplin and I attended his military service at
the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell on the 22 nd of January. “Panama”
Jack was a fixture as the Wayfaring man and Sea Captain. I will personally
miss him greatly.

To close, we are off and running to a great start. I look forward to
seeing all of you at our communications and events.

Interested in Masonry?
Come out and join us for Dinner! Get to meet and talk to us and learn
more for yourself about being a Mason. Dinners served at 6:30pm at
PTF United Lodge No. 153 F&AM the first and third Tues of the month,
4712 W Commerce St, Tampa FL 33616.

PTF United Lodge No. 153

Fraternally,
Jim Fagan, W∴M∴
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Words

from The

West

Dear Brethren,
As we enter 2021, our sights are turned from where we’ve been to where we’re
going, and I’m eagerly looking forward to seeing what we can accomplish as a Lodge.
It has been said that a Lodge is not the brick and mortar building that stands, but
rather the Brotherhood of Masons who gather in it. This statement rings true in my
heart and I feel that our newly renovated Lodge is a representation of the Brothers of
PTF United. It is a beautiful building that honors the past, present and future of
Masonry and I am confident, with the continued leadership of our Junior Warden as chairman of the
Lodge Property Committee, we will achieve the bright future we hope for with our Lodge.
On the topic of committees, I would like to thank our Worshipful Master for allowing me to
serve as chairman for both the Financial and Charity Committees. The duties of the Financial
Committee are extremely important to the operations of the Lodge and I want to assure the Craft that
the Brothers selected to serve on this committee are knowledgeable, well-respected, and can assist in
making valid budget decisions by providing their valuable expertise and input. As for the Charity
Committee, we plan on continuing to support our Lodge’s scholarship efforts but will also strive to
contribute to various local charities on a more regular and frequent basis.
Finally, I’d like to touch on a matter that our Grand Master noted in his message on the
declining number of Masons and our need to retain current members. The choice to become a Master
Mason is a great undertaking that requires a considerable amount of time and dedication, so I would
think that it would take something far greater keeping our Brothers away from the Fraternity. While
such things as sickness or relocation are beyond the control of the Craft, there may be other reasons
that we can do something about. So, if you have not been to Lodge in a while and feel that something
is missing, I’d like to hear about it.
Fraternally,
Jeremy A. Tabak, SW

Words

from the Secretary

Brothers, Friends and Families of PTF United Lodge,
As I enter my 2nd year as Lodge Secretary, and work to complete the tasks
required of me in the 1st quarter of the year (i.e. renewal notices, suspension notices, dues cards, dues payments primarily), I've had the sense that I may seem to be
a "bill collector" of sorts. After all, the Secretary sends out the initial dues notices,
follows up when payments are partial, is required to send out late notices, and
eventually sends out notices of suspensions. In an effort to try and avoid some of the unpleasantries
associated with these things, I make a concerted effort to remind Brothers, as early in the year as
possible, that dues remain open. This allows Brothers access to Masonic functions (since you need a
dues card), allows the Lodge to properly budget for the ensuing year, and helps reduce the cost and
work associated with late payments. It is not meant to disparage, belittle, or demean a Brother who
may be struggling financially. In fact, it helps identify those Brothers who may need Relief or consideration for Emeritus status. So please know, if I reach out to you, it is for your
benefit, and for the
benefit of your Lodge, so that we can all fulfill the obligations we took, and your assistance is greatly
appreciated.
Fraternally,
Eric Bade, Secretary

PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Fellowship
CAO 770 4-C’s
PTF United Lodge No. 153 has a brand new
enclosed patio behind the Lodge. CAO 770
held the inaugural “4-Cs” (Cigars, Coffee,
Conversation, & Camaraderie) SAT, 30 JAN 21.
This is now a weekly event held each SAT
morning at 8:10am.
Come out and join in the fellowship. You don’t
have to be a cigar smoker.
We had a good turn out for the initial event
with 11 x Brothers from various Lodges joining us! Cigars, coffee, omelets and
lots of stories were shared with everyone having a great time. This august
group included: 1- PDDGM, 1-DDGM, 5-PMs, 2-WMs, 2-Brothers.

PM Dale Perry prepared ham & cheese omelets and sausage for those that wanted
them, to go along with the coffee, orange juice, and donuts.

Calendar of Events
February

March

April

2nd —Stated Communication
3rd —District School
9th —Lodge Officer Meeting
16th —Called Communication
26th —Master Mason Assn. 630pm
27th —Zone School 9am
Ea. SAT 8:10am CAO 770 4-C’s PTF United Lodge Patio

2nd —Stated Communication
3rd —District School
9th —Lodge Officer Meeting
16th —Called Communication
26th —Master Mason Assn. 630pm
27th —Zone School 9am
Ea. SAT 8:10am CAO 770 4-C’s PTF United Lodge Patio

6th —Stated Communication
7th —District School
13th —Lodge Officer Meeting
20th —Called Communication
23rd —Master Mason Assn. 630pm
24th —Zone School 9am
Ea. SAT 8:10am CAO 770 4-C’s PTF United Lodge Patio

CAO 770 4-C’s (Cigars, Coffee, Conversation, Camaraderie)

Birthday Wishes
Happy Birthday to all of our Brothers this Quarter!
January

February

March

Eulyss Cox
Alfred Larcom
James Wright Jr
Ronald Carver
Michael Crockett

Clay McAlister
J Cochran Jr
Paul Crowe
Raul Vazquez
Richard Corson

Douglas Baska
Donald Long
Raymond Rowe Jr
Billy Stracke
Ronald Isham
Mortimer Moore

PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Education
The Masonic altar
Today, the Masonic altar, within the Masonic Lodge,
upon which resides the Holy Book(s), is a symbol of
our place of communion with the Supreme Architect of
the Universe. However, in ancient times, they were a
place of sacrifice, atonement, and communion with the
Supreme Architect. Today, as then, ...each of us must
sacrifice ourselves up to the Great Architect, atone for
our sins and only then, may we commune with Him.

Altars are usually found in sacred places such as
shrines, temples and churches. All major religions
such as Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Shinto, Taoism, etc. have altars. Even the pagans
built altars to their gods.
Historically, an altar is an elevated place, pedestal, or
structure before which religious ceremonies may be
enacted or upon which sacrifices may be offered. Both
the Altar and its utensils were considered to be sacred, and the priests had to vest and wash their
hands before touching them...even when removing the ashes from it.
The Masonic altar within the Masonic Lodge represents the sanctity of the Altar of Incense within the
Holy of Holies (Sanctum Sanctorum) in King Solomon's temple.
The scriptures in the Holy books tell us that each of the men, below, erected an altar to God. God
commanded that each of them build an altar unto Him and in many places in the scripture, He
specified the exact material, size and even the material which the tools were made of that they should
or should not use in its creation.

Their quest to commune with our Creator, even though they did not possess a Masonic altar, is the
same quest which Freemasons are in search of...that of being pleasing in our Creator's eye and
therefore, to receive His blessings.
While Masonic ritual is different from Church dogmas, (just as each Church/Temple's dogmas are
different from one another), the desire to "reap the plenty" of God's blessings is universal. Like each
of our ancient forefathers before us, our Masonic altar is symbolic of our quest to commune with our
Creator.
Now the Alter is the central piece of furniture in the Lodge and upon it rest the three Great Lights in
Masonry. It is symbolic of many things. Its location in the Lodge symbolizes the place which God has
in Masonry and which he should have in every human life. It is also a symbol of worship and faith.
The candidate approaches the altar in search of light and there assumes his obligations. Here, in the
presence of God and his Brethren, he offers himself to the service of the Supreme Architect of the
Universe and to mankind in general.
The altar is the point on which life in our Masonic Lodges is focused. The precepts for which
the Great Lights stand should serve to guide the thoughts and actions of the Brethren both
in the Lodge and abroad in the world. The altar supporting the Great Light should remind
each Brother who stands before it that faith supports life itself.

PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Charity

Backpack Program
Our Backpack Program focuses on providing backpacks
filled with a year’s worth of school supplies to children
in need at Title I schools in Tampa.
We have distributed 220 backpacks, along with three
laptops, to Monroe Middle School, and 40 backpacks
and two laptops to Westshore Elementary in the last
two years.
The ultimate goal of this program is to add at least one
school which we support each year and furnish backpacks to every student in need, provide critical teacher supplies, and, whenever possible, assist with technological needs.

Famous

Masons

George Washington
Freemasonry was a widely accepted institution in the late 18th century,
known for advocating moral teachings. Washington was attracted to the
Masons' dedication to the Enlightenment principles of rationality, reason,
and brotherhood. The American Masonic lodges did not share the
anti-clerical perspective of the controversial European lodges.
A Masonic lodge was established in Fredericksburg in September 1752, and
Washington was initiated two months later at the age of 20 as one of its
first Entered Apprentices. Within a year, he progressed through its ranks to
become a Master Mason.
Washington had a high regard for the Masonic Order, but his personal lodge attendance was
sporadic. In 1777, a convention of Virginia lodges asked him to be the Grand Master of the
newly established Grand Lodge of Virginia, but he declined due to his commitments leading the
Continental Army. After 1782, he corresponded frequently with Masonic lodges and members,
and he was listed as Master in the Virginia charter of Alexandria Lodge No. 22 in 1788.

PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Body

of Work

PTF United Lodge No. 153
Jim Fagan Worshipful Master

October
13, 2020
December 22, 2020

Robert Nelson
Robert Nelson

Our Thoughts

&

FC
MM

Prayers

R∴H∴ Mark Hoke
W∴ T.R. Smith
W∴ Ken Balsley

In Memoriam
Charles Fahrney
William E. Sams III
Thomas ST Sams
John M. Wolfe
George H. Blenkhorn
William Garvie Stuart
Ralph Carmine Liguori
Louis J. Keplar
Allan Duane Frantz
Jack Jones

01/01/20
02/17/20
02/17/20
04/27/20
06/16/20
07/08/20
07/15/20
10/06/20
10/24/20
01/03/21

Military Memorial Service for Jack Jones
at Bushnell National Cemetery, 22 January 2021
attended by W∴M∴ Jim Fagan, and Chaplain Phil Wray.

The LAMBSKIN, or white apron,
was the first gift of Freemasonry to our departed brothers.
It is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a Freemason.
PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Trestle

Board

Ads

Please help make this a reality!

Sponsored by the Tampa Green Beret Association
To watch the video, scan the QR code or use the link below.
Tampa Veteran Civic Center - YouTube

PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Trestle

Board

Ads

Trestle Board Boosters
Richard Corson
Dale Perry

The Trestle Board Boosters are individuals that have donated $25.00 or more to
help with the cost of producing and publishing this newsletter. Your help is needed.
Please, if you can afford the cost, donate by calling the Secretary at 813-477-3765
or sending a check to the Lodge at:
P.O. Box 130299
Tampa, FL 33681-0299

The officers of PTF United Lodge would like to extend their thanks to the
individuals and companies that advertise in our Trestle Board. Their yearly
donation helps to offset the cost of production and mailing.
PTF United Lodge No. 153
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Lodge Lineage
Port Tampa Lodge No. 153
Chartered 1897

Fellowship Lodge No. 265
Chartered 1929

PTF United Lodge No. 153
Chartered 2018

Over 214 combined
years of
Masonic Service

PTF United Lodge No. 153

Trestle Board News

Page 11

2021

Lodge

Officers

PTF United Lodge No. 153
Worshipful Master
W∴ James M. Fagan
813-393-9833

Senior Deacon
Br. Richard A. Corson
813-841-6309

Senior Warden
Br. Jeremy Tabak
813-748-6888

Junior Deacon
Br. Jamie M. Vaccaro
813-758-9055

Junior Warden
Br. Alan Lawton
813-690-2534

Senior Steward
Br. Vasilios K. Nenos
813-841-3840

Treasurer
W∴ Rob Hosmanek
813-545-1589

Junior Steward
Br. Robert W. Nelson
813-786-8605
Marshall
W∴ Dale L. Perry
813-431-4413

Secretary
W∴ Eric B. Bade
813-310-3254

Tyler
Br. Brian M. Rubright
813-764-1465

Chaplain
Br. Phil W. Wray

Interested in Masonry?
•

Are you intrigued by history and want to know who this was?

•

Do you want to be a better man?

•

Does being part of an ancient society spark something inside you?

•

Do you desire camaraderie and friendship?

•

Do you have what it takes to be a Mason?

If these questions intrigue you then come out and join us for Dinner!
Get to meet and talk to us and learn more for yourself about being a Mason.
Dinners served at 6:30pm at PTF United Lodge No. 153 F&AM the first and
third TUEs of the month, 4712 W Commerce St, Tampa FL 33616

Editor: Richard Corson (SD)
PTF United Lodge No. 153

